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twenty-four hour period, is to be permitted to continue or again go on 
duty without having had at least eight consecutive hours off duty. 
Provision is also made that no operator, train dispatcher or other 
employee who by the use of the telegraph or telephone dispatches, 
reports, transmits, receives or delivers orders pertaining to or affect- 
ing train movements shall be permitted to remain on duty for a longer 
period than nine hours in any twenty-four hour period in all towers, 
offices, places and stations continuously operated night and day; 
nor for a longer period than thirteen hours in all places operated only 
during the day time, except in case of emergency when such employee 
may be permitted to remain on duty for four additional hours in a 
twenty-four hour period on not exceeding three days in any week. 
The Interstate Commerce Commission may, after full hearing, in a 
particular case and for good cause shown, extend the period within 
which a common carrier shall comply with this proviso. 

Any common carrier permitting any employee to be on duty in 
violation of the provisions of the act is made liable to a penalty of 
not to exceed $500 for each violation, to be recovered in a suit to be 
brought by the United States district attorney, in the district court 
of the United States having jurisdiction in the locality where such 
violation shall have been committed; it is made the duty of the dis- 
trict attorney to bring such suits upon satisfactory information being 
lodged with him; but no suit may be brought after the expiration of 
one year from the date of the violation; and it is made a duty of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission to lodge with the proper district 
attorneys information of any violations which may come to its knowl- 
edge. In all prosecutions under the act the common carrier is deemed 
to have had knowledge of all acts of all its officers and agents. Provison 
is made that the act shall not apply to crews of wrecking or relief 
trains, nor in any case of casualty or unavoidable accident or the act 
of God, nor when the delay was the result of a cause not known to the 
carrier or its officers or agents in charge of such employees at the time 
the employees left the terminal and which could not have been fore- 
seen. 

The act takes effect one year after its passage and it is made the 
duty of the Interstate Commerce Commission to enforce its provi- 
sions. 

Income Tax. During February, 1907, a measure proposing a 
national income tax was introduced into the French chamber of 
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deputies. The measure was proposed by the finance minister and 
approved by the government. It proposes to tax all incomes above 
$1000 a year. Incomes derived from personal and real property are 
to pay 4 per cent; those derived from commerce, 3£ per cent; and 
those derived from wage employment 3 per cent. The income derived 
from government rentes in which French savings are largely invested 
is also to be taxed as above. 

The proposed system is intended to replace the older forms of 
direct taxation such as the door and window tax, the poll tax and 
other direct taxes. 

If the measure becomes a law, approximately five hundred thou- 
sand out of ten million of taxpayers in France will be subject to taxa- 
tion under its provisions. It is estimated that the tax will net the 
government $24,000,000 a year. 

Initiative and Referendum. A concurrent resolution for an amend- 
ment to the constitution providing for the initiative and referen- 
dum has just been passed by the North Dakota legislature. The 
amendment is to be referred to the next legislative assembly and if 
approved will be submitted to the electors for adoption or rejection. 

The following are the leading provisions of the proposed amend- 
ment: Legislative authority remains vested in the legislative assem- 
bly but the people reserve to themselves power to propose laws and 
amendments to the constitution, and to enact or reject the same at the 
polls independently of the legislative assembly, and also reserve power, 
at their own option, to approve or reject at the polls, any act, item, 
section or part of any act or measure passed by the legislative assem- 
bly. The first power reserved by the people is the initiative and not 
more than 8 per cent of the legal voters are required to propose any 
measure by initiative petition. Every such petition is to include the 
full text of the measure proposed. The same constitutional amend- 
ment may not be proposed oftener than once in ten years. Initiative 
petitions are to be filed with the secretary of state not less than thirty 
days before any regular session of the legislative assembly and he is to 
transmit the same to the legislative assembly as soon as it convenes. 
Initiative measures take precedence over all measures in the legislative 
assembly except appropriation bills, and are either to be enacted or 
rejected without change or amendment by the legislative assembly 
within forty days. Any initiative measure enacted by the legisla- 
tive assembly is subject to referendum petition or it may be referred 



